INTRODUCTION
was   telegraphed  out   to Venice,  and  the dying poet was just able to express his satisfaction.
Asolando was appropriately dedicated to Mrs. Arthur Branson, the friend who had frequently been his hostess in Venice, and who had arranged all the details of his last visit to Asolo, where she had herself taken a house. Some of her recollections of Browning" are recorded in the C&rnkill Magazine for February, 19112.
The death of the poet no doubt co-operated with the attractiveness of the poetry (which is of a much simpler character than most of the Par-leyings) to stimulate the demand for the volume, of which seven reprints were issued in th<* course of a few weeks, while an eighth and a ninth followed subsequently*
In the Introduction to voL vii. of this edition (p. via) it was stated that the original MS, of Asolando was retained by Mr. R* Barrett Brown* ing for his life, when he presented the rest of his father's MSS. to Balliol College. It was Mr. R. B. Browning's intention that As&l&ndo should follow the rest at his death; but since he omitted to embody his intentions in a will* the ultimate destination of the MS* is for the moment doubtful* Only, apparently* through private generosity could it reach the home designed for it by its author and his son.
PROLOGUE
The prologue has a special interest as one of Browning's few direct utterances of a part of his
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